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Good morning. I want to report to you
on the progress being made on many fronts
in our war against terrorism. This is a dif-
ferent kind of war, which we will wage
aggressively and methodically to disrupt
and destroy terrorist activity.

In recent days, many members of our
military have left their homes and families
and begun moving into a place for missions
to come. Thousands of reservists have been
called to active duty. Soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and coastguardmen are
being deployed to points around the globe,
ready to answer when their country calls.
Our military families have accepted many
hardships, and our Nation is grateful for
their willing service. The men and women
of the Armed Forces are united in their
dedication to freedom, and they will make
us proud in the struggle against terrorism.

International cooperation is gaining mo-
mentum. This week I met with the Prime
Ministers of two of America’s closest
friends, Canada and Japan. Other countries,
from Russia to Indonesia, are giving strong
support as the war against terrorism moves
forward. America is grateful to the nations
that have cut off diplomatic ties with the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan, which is
sheltering terrorists. The United States re-
spects the people of Afghanistan, and we
are their largest provider of humanitarian
aid. But we condemn the Taliban and wel-
come the support of other nations in iso-
lating that regime.

We have also launched a strike against
the financial foundation of the global terror
network. Our goal is to deny terrorists the
money they need to carry out their plans.
We began by identifying 27 terrorist organi-
zations, terrorist leaders, and foreign busi-
nesses and charities that support or front
for terrorism. We froze whatever assets
they had here in the United States, and
we blocked them from doing business with

1176

people, companies, or banks in our country.
Many governments and financial institutions
around the world are joining in this effort
to starve terrorists of funding.

This week I visited the headquarters of
the FBI and the CIA. Their agents and
analysts have been on the case around the
clock, uncovering and pursuing the enemy.
In the long campaign ahead, they will need
our continued support and every necessary
tool to do their work.

I'm asking Congress for new law enforce-
ment authority to better track the commu-
nications of terrorists and to detain sus-
pected terrorists until the moment they are
deported. I will also seek more funding and
better technology for our country’s intel-
ligence community.

This week we also took strong steps to
improve security on planes and in airports
and to restore confidence in air travel.
We're providing airlines with Federal grants
to make cockpits more secure through
measures including fortified doors and
stronger locks. And we’re dramatically in-
creasing the number of Federal air mar-
shals on our planes. Americans will have
the confidence of knowing that fully
equipped officers of the law are flying with
them in far greater numbers. I'm also work-
ing with Congress to put Federal law en-
forcement in charge of all bag and pas-
senger screening at our airports. Standards
will be tougher and enforced by highly
trained professionals who know exactly
what they're looking for. To enhance safety
immediately, I've asked Governors to place
National Guardsmen at security checkpoints
in airports.

As all these actions make clear, our war
on terror will be much broader than the
battlefields and beachheads of the past.
This war will be fought wherever terrorists
hide or run or plan. Some victories will
be won outside of public view, in tragedies
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avoided and threats eliminated. Other vic-
tories will be clear to all.

Our weapons are military and diplomatic,
financial and legal. And in this struggle,
our greatest advantages are the patience
and resolve of the American people.

We did not seek this conflict, but we
will win it. America will act deliberately
and decisively, and the cause of freedom
will prevail.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:04
p-m. on September 28 in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06
am. on September 29. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on September 28 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks to Federal Emergency Management Agency Employees
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Thank you all very much. Thank you.
I admit he’s not very pretty to look at.
[Laughter] But he’s doing a heck of a job.
I'm so proud of my friend. It's become
clear to all the hard-working FEMA em-
ployees that I didn’t pick Joe Allbaugh be-
cause of his haircut. [Laughter] But I
picked him because he’s a good man who
knows how to run a very important organi-
zation. And I'm proud of my friend. I'm
proud of the job he’s doing. And I'm proud
of the work that the FEMA employees all
across the country are doing on behalf of
America.

I'm here to thank you all. I was up in
the operations room, thanking the folks
who are working 12 to 13, 14, 15 hours
a day, still, to this day. I had the honor
of going to New York City; I saw what
they call “dirty boot” operations, from Sac-
ramento and Puerto Rico—all FEMA em-
ployees, all people who love their fellow
Americans, all who want to join in to say
loud and clear to the evildoers, “Your ac-
tions won’t stand in America.”

Joe said it best. He said, “This is some-
thing I hope I never have to go through
again as long as I live” I know every
FEMA employee feels that way. After all,
yours was an organization that was used
to dealing with, generally, acts of nature,

hurricanes or tornadoes and fires or floods.
And then all of a sudden, some evil people
came and they declared war on America.
And your agency and the good working
people, true Americans, had to rise to the
occasion.

And rise, you did. And for that, the peo-
ple of New York and Connecticut and New
Jersey and Pennsylvania and every other
State in the Union are proud of the job
you're doing. So on behalf of the American
people, I say thanks from the bottom of
our hearts for the FEMA employees.

I also want to talk about the battle we
face, the campaign to protect freedom; the
willingness of the American people to not
only repair the damage done but the will-
ingness of our Nation to stand united, to
say loud and clear that freedom will stand,
that you can tear down our buildings but
you can’t tear down our spirit, that were
strong and united in the cause of freedom
not only here in America but all around
the world.

This will be a different kind of campaign
than Americans are used to. It'’s a campaign
that must be fought on many fronts. And
I'm proud to report that were making
progress on many fronts. Not only have
the FEMA employees showed the world
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